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Abstract:  

Extractivism can be defined as an imperialist system which is based on the export of primary 

commodities, and is associated with high poverty levels and uneven wealth distribution. This system 

is commonly intertwined with colonial assimilation politics and the systemic suppression of Indigenous 

lifeways and languages. On Turtle Island (North America) hunting/gathering societies have shown 

extraordinary resilience and adaptation during the past decades to the manifold pressures and 

changes brought about by extractivism. 

Indigenous peoples have answered the heavy pressure from the extractive sector by socio-cultural 

self-determination, land rights claims, political resurgence, and intensified reconnection to the land. 

While some groups protest against industrial encroachments of land, other communities find ways to 

use revenues from the extractive sector for enhancing infrastructure for community wellbeing; i.e., 

mobilizing wealth stemming from IBAs or royalties. Furthermore, people are increasingly dependent 

on waged work (in some instances, derived from the extractive sector itself) to continue trapping, 

hunting and fishing; activities often requiring significant funds to purchase fuel and machinery (ATVs, 

skidoos, boats, etc.). Thus, foraging activities are increasingly becoming an economic privilege, 

excluding people with less economic wealth and pushing them towards dependence on the help of 

other community members. 

We welcome proposals from researchers, practitioners, and Indigenous community members who are 

willing to share their experiences with the distribution of wealth (in the broadest sense) from 

extractive industries. Our panel is not restricted to the North American experience; we are interested 

in hearing from speakers who can share perspectives from other areas (Australasia, Asia, Africa, and 

the Global South in general). We are especially interested in good practices that communities and/or 

individuals have developed for living well together and how they successfully traverse the tight rope 

between potential dependency from oil, gas, mining or forestry and the integrity of Indigenous 

lifeways. 
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